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Nichols Court is under construction and should be completed
in August.

March 12, 2025

Introducing Nichols Court
By JOURNAL STAFF

The Low Income Housing Institute
(LIHI) has announced a new name for
its 148-unit affordable workforce
housing project currently under
construction at 7544 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way S. in the Rainier Valley.

The building, which has previously
gone by MLK Family Housing, is now
named Nichols Court in honor of
longtime LIHI board president
Melinda Nichols and her husband,
artist Clifford Nichols.

Nichols Court is expected to open in
August. The six-story building will
provide affordable workforce housing
for families and individuals. An early
learning center, to be operated by
Refugee Women's Alliance, will be
located on the ground level.

Units will be a mix of studios to three-
bedroom apartments. On-site
amenities will include a large
community room, play area for
children, fitness center, resource
room, and an outdoor courtyard. The early learning center will include six classrooms for over 100
infants, toddlers and preschoolers. Runberg Architecture Group is the architect. Walsh
Construction Co. is the builder.

Melinda Nichols was asked to join the LIHI board in 1999. Since then, she has served in various
positions and is currently board president.

Nichols, who began her career as an apprentice carpenter, founded LIHI's Tiny House program.
Working with former LIHI boardmember Rev. Lawrence Willis, she also created a program for
Seattle Vocational Institute and other pre-apprenticeship programs for students to build the tiny
houses as part of their coursework.

Clifford Nichols is a carpenter, instructor and artist. He is a member of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma and works both in wood and fabric. His work has been shown in museums and
galleries throughout the Northwest and Southwest. He has made and donated many of these items
to LIHI's auctions.
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